Advent/Christmas Blessings

Each year as Advent begins, we are reminded of how fortunate we are to be part of a caring and
compassionate community of leaders, educators and support staff, families and students, who are
always looking to make a positive difference in the lives of others.

We are truly thankful for
everything that the members
of the TCDSB community do
every day to nurture student
success, and we are proud
to be part of that effort as

we look to continue to feed
hungry students and help
families who are struggling
to provide basic essentials
for their children. And we
are also thankful for the
generosity of our corporate
partners who share our
commitment to student
health and well-being.

Your donations and
participation in our
fundraising events is truly
appreciated.

We ask you to continue

to keep AFL in mind as
you plan your Advent and
Christmas giving so that
we can continue to help as
many students as possible
throughout 2026.

Wishing you all a very Merry

Christmas and blessings for
the year ahead.
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AFL Christmas Cards on Sale Now

Thank you to the many students who participated in our annual Christmas card design contest. We received
more than 500 incredible submissions once again, making it very difficult for our team of reviewers to select just
12 designs. Our sincere thanks to staff who encouraged students to participate, and a huge thank you also to the
TCDSB Arts Department for assisting us with the review process

Congratulations to the creators of the designs
that will be featured on our cards this year:
o Amber, St Anne CA

o Asha, St Mary CA

« Cynthia, St John Paul II

o Eduardo, St Patrick

+ Eliana, Bishop Macdonell

o Gabriel, St Robert

o Helene, Fr John Redmond

o Julia, St Joseph College

o Michela, St Joseph Morrow Park

o Nahom, Francis Libermann

+ Sophie, St John Paul II

o Zunaira, Francis Libermann

Orders are being accepted through to
December 10th for the student collection as

well as the “AFL Classic Collection”.

Place your order online https://form.jotform.

Card orders can be picked up at the Catholic
Education Centre or sent to you via inter-
office mail. We are not able to send orders out
through Canada Post.

com/253025156759259

Thank You to
Recent Donors

Christmas

Cards
Student

AFL is gratetul to the following for their generous donations:
¢ Catholic Charities Archdiocese Toronto for their grant of $30,000 to continue to support

student nutrition programs in TCDSB

schools.

¢ (CIBC for their $25,000 grant in support of vouchers to offset the cost of college and university
application fees for students for whom these fees are cost-prohibitive.

* Superfeet who opted to support AFL through their employee
charitable donation program to the tune of $2,500.

¢ Tandia for their donation of $10,000 to support the AFL’s camp fund

* Scotia McLeod Charitable Foundation for their donation of $4,000 for urgent student needs

These organizations and corporate partners are making a real difference in the lives of the students

we serve.




Presentation of School Awards to Support Literacy
AFLs Executive Director John Wujek and Manager of Operations and Programs Iris Martinez were
pleased to visit the two winners of our 2024-2025 awards for schools.

The Angel Foundation for Learning Literacy
Resource Award for Exceptional Students as

I® awarded to St. Paschal Baylon on October 14th.
L Principal Michelle Bottos was on hand with
students to receive the grant and certificate.
(left)

It was lovely to meet some of the many students
who will benefit from the award.

The AFL Library Award in Honour of Kathy
Harding was presented to Chiara Rizzo, Library
Tech at Immaculate Conception. This grant will
support the purchasing of books for students.
On hand for the presentation of the award

was Bonnie Moore (retired Library Tech.) with
school administrators Barbara Capano and Max
Villa. (below left)

Donations to our Award and Bursary Fund

are always welcome, and can be made online

8 through CanadaHelps or directly to AFL by
% cheque or etransfer to angel.foundation@tcdsb.
. org and can be earmarked for a specific bursary
| or award if the donor wishes to identify their

| area of interest.

Mark Your Calendars for More Fun and Fundraising

* Get Ready to Honour the Loretto Sisters on January 23, 2026: Host a civvies day or make a
donation to the Loretto Fund for Newcomers or check out other ideas for honouring their legacy
of compassion, caring and spiritual leadership. https://angelfoundationforlearning.org/afl-
celebrates-ibvm-day/

* Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Dinner/Gala — February 6, 2026. Le Tréport Convention Centre.
Charity Partner — The Angel Foundation for Learning

* Nutrition Month in March: Celebrate the outstanding student nutrition program volunteers at
your school.

* Family Bowling Event Saturday March 28th: Join us at Markham Bowl from 1 to 3 pm for a fun
afternoon of friendly competition. Ticket info: https://pci.jotform.com/form/252803756954265.

* 3rd Annual Spring Fling Pub Night: Friday, April 24, 2025, 6-9 pm at Nickel9 Distillery.

Follow us on social media so you never miss out on opportunities to help TCDSB students.
Find us on Instagram and Facebook (angelfoundationforlearning) Twitter (X) at AFLToronto, and on
our website at angelfoundationforlearning.org.



Moonlight Gala: An Evening to Inspire Dreams

What an incredible evening we had! Our heartfelt thanks goes out to our supporting sponsor
belairdirect, our silver sponsor Canadian Italian Business Professionals Association, and our other
loyal corporate partners for helping raise much needed funds to support TCDSB students. Our
sincere appreciation also to our other generous sponsors: Baker Tilly, BevCon, CIBC, ClearImags,
CPIC, Food for Good, ItalFlorist, McCarthy’s, RBC Dominion Securities, TCPVA, TECT, TSU and
Venu Event Space as well as the many AFL supporters from across the TCDSB and the community
who came out to support this fundraising event. We also extend our gratitude to the incredibly
talented students who added energy and excitement to the evening: The All Saints Flair Show Choir
under the leadership of Stephen Roloson, the Loretto College dance troupe directed by Andrea
Ramolo and the string trio from St. John Paul II led by Christopher Goncalves.

AFL team is grateful for our sponsors, donors and
Recognizing some of our many incredible corporate partners that make our Gala possible.
Student Nutrition Program Volunteers at the Gala
for their dedicated service to ensuring that no child
goes hungry at school.

It is always a pleasure to welcome back former
TCDSB leaders to the Gala, and we appreciate
their continued support.

The amazing students

who showcased their talents
at our Gala: All Saints Flair Show Choir
@ (above right), dancers from Loretto College 2
5| (right), music trio from St. John Paul II
(bottom right) and some of the student
volunteers who helped with many tasks
before and during the event (bottom left).




ATeam Kick Off Day

Another exciting launch to this year’s A Team initiative was

held at the Catholic Education Centre in late October bringing
together hundreds of enthusiastic students and staff mentors.
This ongoing student leadership opportunity focuses on
empowering students to inspire their fellow students to embrace
community service and philanthropy.

Working together locally they discern a need, gap or barrier
either within their school or in their neighbourhood and work
to develop a project or innovative idea that helps address the
concerns and bring about meaningful change.

Kick Off Day is a celebratory event to start off the season with
exc1tement of a year of giving. The day provided students with all
" the tools and resources they need to succeed during the year. This
season, students are even able to sport A Team tshirts curtesy of

' belairdirect — a supporting sponsor of our A Team program.

Virtual sessions are run throughout
the season where students have the
opportunity to join from anywhere
in the GTA to learn important skills

that align with the TCDSB Catholic
Graduate expectations. These sessions Say hel |O to

consist of leadership activities, keynote - =
P Y exclusive savings

speakers, outreach resources, and

philanthropic practices. During the n

2025/2026 season, students will attend on car and ho e

four ylrtual sessions prior to their Pitch insurance.

Day in February 2026 and two more

thereafter. With the complimentary Affinity Plus endorsement,
Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB) employees
have exclusive access to enhanced home insurance

Pitch day is a day where students get coverages and add-ons.

to see all their work planning come
to fruition while they pitch toa panel Call 1-833-887-5310 or visit www.belairdirect.com/en/educator

of judges for an additional amount of Lo geaEles

funding for their projects or initiatives.
Judges consist of community members,

AFL & TCDSB members, and
supporting sponsors. Although all belairdirect
schools receive up to $1000 investment car and home insurance

in their projects. Pitch day allows us

Certain conditions, eligibility requirements, limitations and exclusions apply to all others. Visit belairdirect.com for more
d h 1 dd- . 1 1 details. Offers may change without notice. We offer car insurance and home insurance in Alberta, Ontario, Quebec, New
tO awar 5 SC OO S an a ltIOIla $ 000 Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador and Prince Edward Island and home insurance only in British

Columbia. © 2025, Belair Insurance Company Inc. All rights reserved.

towards their projects and initiatives.
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More About ATeam

This year, we have more than 25 TCDSB schools
participating in the A Team program — we have come
a long way from the seven schools we had during our
first year in 2022/2023. These 25 schools also consist
of our pilot elementary school — St. Demetres. We are
excited to continue to grow the program to all TCDSB
schools one day.

Throughout the various training sessions, students
develop skills around problem-solving, public
speaking, budget development and team work. They
also learn more about the Angel Foundation and other
Catholic Charities and are encouraged to find ways to
support their efforts to help others in their community.
Our thanks to the supporting sponsor of A Teams,
belairdirect.

AFDL’s Shayna McNall and Student Leadership’s Mike
Consul, coordinators of the ATeam initiative (above
left), AFL Executive Director John Wujek shares
inspiring words with student leaders (left) and all the

enthusiastic ATeams gathered for a large group shot
(below).




SNP News

Congratulations to the dedicated team at St
Maurice Catholic School, who coordinated
yet another successful pasta day fundraiser to
support the student nutrition program at the
school. (left)

Bishop Macdonell Catholic School represented
the TCDSB recently at a President’s Choice
Children’s Charity event at the AGO. (below).
The students made a great video letting the
charity know how fabulous their nutrition
program is and how thankful they are for their
charity donations.

Ms. Rebeln, Ms. Anic-Matic, Ms. Cassarelia,
M. Flores & Ms. Chiarslli for valurbessing thelr
Nirnen 1o make o Paste Lunch & Big Succass!

Cardinal’s Dinner--A
Memorable Evening for a

Great Cause

AFL was honoured to be in attendance

once again at the annual Cardinal’s

Dinner in support of Catholic Charities in
the Archdiocese of Toronto. It is always
wonderful to connect with those who share
our vision for helping those in need, and to
hear the inspiring words from His Eminence
Cardinal Frank Leo.

Raptors905 and Marlies
Discounted Tickets
Support AFL

For fans of basketball and hockey MLSE continues to offer
a promo code to AFL supporters to save money on tickets
to home games for Raptors905 and Toronto Marlies all

season long. Check out ticket info here: https://angelfoun-

dationforlearning.org/discounted-sports-tickets/




AFL’s First Toronto

Waterfront Marathon

Thank you to TECT and to all the

individual donors who supported the Angel
Foundation for Learning in the Toronto
Waterfront Marathon. This was the first time
AFL had a team in this city-wide fundraiser.
Our small but mighty team raised just over
$4,000. Given the success of our first year in
the marathon, we are committed to doing
this again in 2026. Special thanks to Angelica
Avola, teacher at Loretto College and
Claudia Prospero, teacher at Michael Power-
St. Joseph. who joined our team of angels.

Cents Off

One of the easiest to help
AFL year-round is by
signing up for Cents Off.
By completing the online
form you allow payroll
to deduct just a few cents
from every pay cheque. It
literally means just a few
pennies every two weeks,
but that small change adds up to huge support for
TCDSB students in need. Learn more and opt in:
https://angelfoundationforlearning.org/tcdsb-staff-
payroll-deduction/. Thanks to all who signed up,
helping to raise $31,701.52 in 2024-2025.

How Your Donations Make an
Impact on TCDSB Students

Your donations and participation in our events has
helped us raise funds that were used to support
student needs from September to December
including the following dispersements:

Family Extreme Needs $9,215.50
Loretto Fund for Newcomers $6,700

Reliable Life (eye glasses, hearing aids and other
essentials) $3,082

Safety Shoes for Co-op students $83.97

Camp Fund $600
School Allocation (educational

field trips) $4,860
Social Work Emergency Fund

(for urgent needs) $16,600
Awards, Bursaries, and Youth
Programming including ATeam $8,643.02

Vouchers to offset application fees
to colleges and universities $30,000

In addition, 708 vouchers for school uniforms were
distributed, as well as $20,000 in clothing vouchers
provided to St. Andrew Catholic School.




